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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , line 3, the phrase "the buffered input program signal" lacks 
clear antecedent basis. 

Regarding claim 5, line 1 , the phrase, "The audio pre-amp and mid-band 
compressor circuit" lacks clear antecedent basis. Claim 9 has the similar defect as 
discussed. 

Regarding claim 6, lines 1-2, the phrase "the mid-range compensated signal" 
lacks clear antecedent basis. Claim 8 has the similar defect as discussed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gagon 
(US 5,736,897). 
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Regarding claims 1 and 5, Gagon discloses an audio pre-amp and mid-band 
compressor circuit comprising: 

a pre-amplifier circuit (20) having a signal input responsive to an input program 
signal (12) for processing a buffered input program signal to provide a low range band- 
pass signal, a mid-range band-pass signal and a high range band-pass signal and for 
adjusting or controlling the relative amplitude of each of the respective low, mid and 
high range band-pass signals (each of elements 32, 28 and 40) and for summing (by 
30) the amplitude controlled band-pass signals to obtain a compensated signal (22), 

a voltage controlled amplifier circuit (68) having a signal input coupled to receive 
the compensated signal (22), and a control signal input coupled to receive at least a 
sample portion of the mid-range band-pass signal (control signal 76 is depending on 
signal 66; this signal 66, as shown in Fig. 5, has at least a sample portion of the mi- 
range band-pass signal), the voltage controlled amplifier circuit being responsive to the 
sample portion of the mid-range band-pass signal to scale the compensated signal to 
provide a corrected output signal at an output terminal (62). 

Regarding claim 2, Gagon shows the buffer (26). 

Regarding claim 3, Gagon shows the buffer (64). 

Regarding claim 4, Gagon shows the detector (100). 

Regarding claims 6 and 8, Gagon shows that element 28 is also an inverter. 
Therefore, the phrase for this portion of the signal is inverted in phrase comparing to 
signals from 32 and 40. 
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Regarding claims 7 and 9, Gagon shows a buffered phase inverter circuit (108 as 
in Fig. 7), a detector circuit (120), a filter (116) and a voltage controlled amplifier and 
buffer circuit (60 as in Fig. 1). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ping Lee whose telephone number is 571-272-7522. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian C. Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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